he Mall oa Sukizy OCTOBER ?". 2018,

By Michael Poweli
and Brendan (arfin

THE Government last night
ordered local councils to stop
selling off parks and green :
spaces as an army of readers, ., %
experts and celebrities backed .

The Mail en Surday’s Save Qur g
Parks campaign.

Communities Secretary James
Brokenshire hailed the cam-
palgn and announced £imillion
would be spent on establishing
new ‘pocket parks’ in urban areas.

But he stopped short of meeting
our demeands and also angered
council chiefs by appearing te pin
the blame on them.

The row came as:

@ Qur campaign secured its first
victory by forcing counciilors to
reconsider plans to build on a park
in the Devon village of Westward Ho!

@ Hundreds of readers inundated The Mail
on Sunday with letters and emails detailing
the threat to parks in their area;

@ Celebrities led by Alan Titchmarsh, Julia
Bradbury and Dame Joan Collins rallied
behind the crusade.

‘Responding to the crisis, Mr Brokenshire
s2id the Government was “giving councils
over £200billion until 2020 and the freedom
to spend this on meeting Iocal priorities.
That ircludes the vital work of maintaining
local parks'.

He urged local authorities ‘to act in the
best interests of their facal community’,
adding: ‘Of course we recognise the finan-
cial pressures facing councils and we under-
stand they have been making, and continue
10 make, extremely tough choices.

‘T would hope and expect them to address
those issues of most concern to the public.

Local authorities nuist not use the need to
manage their finances prudently as an
excuse to sel off green spaces.’

Furious councils hit back last night. Gerald
Vernon-Jacksen, chairman of the Local Gov-
ernment Association's culture, tourism and
sport board, said: ‘Councils want to do every-
thing they can to keep their parks and green
spaces open and available to communities,

‘Facing a funding gap of nearly £8billion
by 2025, councils need the Government to
urgently address the future sustainabiliey
of lpcal services before they are reduced

further or stopped altogether”

And Allison Opden-Newten, chief execu-
tive of the charity Keep Britain Tidy, warned
that the £1million ‘pocket parks’ plan was
insufficient. “What is needed is significant
and sustained investment, she said.

Writing in today’s Mall on Sunday, TV
gardener Alan Titchmarsh said ‘destroying
our parks is not just short-sighted, it is
plain wrong'.

Goeod Morning Britain host Susanna Reid
demanded that officials stop concreting over
green spaces, and Julia Bradbury, presenter
of ITV’s Britain's Best Walks, said: ‘If we
lose our parks, it will take decades or even
centuries to reclaim them and all the bene-
fits that they offer society’

Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson, the former
Paratympics star whe is E‘_l:(‘J_\V chairman

Army of readers and
experts back campaign

GILLY RALLIES THE EXPERTS

OUR campaign dominated a conference
of parks and gardens experts last week
in Matvern, Worcestershire, where Gilly
Drummond, above, vice life president of
the Gardeas Trust, held our front page
aloft and warned: ‘Precious green
places are under very serious threat.”

of health body UKActive, backed our
campaign, saying: ‘The attack on our open
spaces poses a major threat to the health
of futere generations.

‘And the deterioration of our parks that
The Maii on Sundays campaign highlights
is a national disgrace.’

Chitdren's Commizsioner Anne Longfield
said saving parks could help to combat
Britain's obesity crisis.

She said: “The Mail on Sunday is right that
more needs to be done to save our parks
from redevelopment or disrepair. We need to
da all we can to get more young people out-
side playing and being active.”

A recent report by UKActive found that
just a quarter of boys and fifth of girls
complete the recommended 60 minutes of
activity each day, Experts believe that the
health benefits from parks saves the NHS
£ilimillion a year, while the charity Fields
In Trust says parks provide £34billion in
health and social benefits.

Readers across the country fighting to
save their local parks and green spaces
said our campaign had given them renewed
hope and & voice. They include users of Wan-
dle Park in Croydon, South London, who fear
it will become a 'no go' area after the council
axed its park keeper.

In Liverpoo!, tens of thousands of cam-
paigners are fighting plans to build luxury,
properties on the 94-acre Calderstones Park.
And in Deptford, South-East London,
protesters have pledged to sit in front of
bulldozers at Old Tidemill park, where
developers want to build more than
200 homes,

Additional reporting by Valerie Ellioft

CAMPAIGNERS waved
copies of The Mail on
Sunday in triunph last
week as a council was
forced to back down over
plans for a new housing
scheme in the Deven
village of Westward Ho!
During a passionate
meeting of Torridge
District Council within
hours of the launch of
the Save Our Parks
campaign, councilors
voted to reconsider plans
to sell of i almost haff of
the much-loved park to
developers hoping to

- MoS hailed as council backs
down over housing scheme

build just ten houses there,
A successlon of speakers
pleaded with councillors to
scrap the plan, More than
60 residents squeezed into
the town hall, fercing
officials to lock the doors
to avoid a crush,

Phil Hodson, who takes
his grandchildren to play

inthe park, asked: "Has a _
case been made that the
only route to regenerate -
tlie park is by selling 40 or
50 per cent of it for
housing development? The .
answer has te be no!
Councillor Nick Laws, . -
who had organised a
4,000-namte petitfon

{ournil areed

e houses

on thepaik

but voted

toreconsider
after gur story

against the plans, said:
“Fhe battle jsn't wonyet ~

1 but your story has

brought & sea change ,

in the approach of

this authority.’
Councillors voted 24-2

to reconsider the plan.

DEFIANT: Patricia Sampson, right, with some of her feflow unpald volunteers In Southend
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CLEAR MESSAGE:
the placard she took le the council meeting

Al

Young fan eth with

“The thin grey line’

clearing out criminals

ATTHIN grey Hne' of pensioners
is struggling to prise their
historic park from the grip of
pimps, prostitutes and drug
users after the council axed
its keeper three years ago.

. Volunteers stepped in to patrol
Southchurch Hall Gardens in
Southend, Essex, after the area
became strewn with used con-
doms, needles and even dis-
carded flick knives.

They were forced to act follow-
ing a £2.6 million cut in the parks
budget by Southend Council.
Over the past three years,
instances of anti-social behay-
iour has risen by 64 per cent.

Patricia Sampson, 73, who
formed the Southchurch Hall

Inspirational Parkers in & bid to
drive out the criminals, satd: 'On
our litter-picking events, we find
such things like used candotns,
used needles, drug bags and
knives —not the kind of environ-
ment that you want {o visit, par-
ticularly with children.

Her defiance has not been
without cost. Last month, Mrs

Sampson was attacked by a
Parksiudget | | _anti-sodal
wtby haviour rose

T

a5 -
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DAMGER: A fick keife found
at Southchurch Hall Gardens

thug who hit her in the face
with a dustbin. A man has
been charged.

‘T am now even more deter-
mined that this iconic park
should be protecied from anti-
social behaviour,” she said.

Well donato The Mall on
Sunday. Parks and open spaces
are important for everyone
and they must stay open

and he cared for’

B2C One Show presenter
Alex Jones

We cannot allow our parks
to fali into disrepair. We must
save them from the concrete

and building” - o
Geod noms,?g Eritain star ‘At a time when obesity is
Susanna Reid becoming an epicemic, and

youngsters are being sucked

“Parks are not just pretly green i CRE
Justprelty g ever deaper info an addictive

suates tofook at. They are

inlegral to communy viorld of gaming and socil
fife in towns and -, media, it's naver been
citfes across the ~ more important for us
country. ", to have public parks
TV presenter and * and grean spaces.
keen waike_r Julia ! Broadcaster
Bradbury, right i [ Simon Reeve

‘Green spaces 7/ Pyenaverjoined a
have knownand 77 gy because | Hink
proven benefils for " abrisk walkin the fresh
people’s health and ar each day Is Just as
viellbeing beneficial - and Il's free”
Broadcaster and atthor TV presenter Carol Smillie

Kste Humble

‘Growing up in the middle of a
ity, it's hugely important for
kids to have somewhere green
fo play, both for physical and
psychological wellbeing.

Strictly Come Dancing 2017
winner Jog McFadden

*Patks aravital. Thay are the
lungs of tha ity and a place
where chililren can play and
get some fresh air. Par
make us feel happler”

ITY presenter Lorraine Kelly

Joan Collins %
RHEN e

Whatever your political persuasion
our parks are (and have for some
time been) in jeopardy- | urge you
to choose a campaign and help
save our green and pleasant land!

SUPPORT: Joan Coling's tweet about parks

Parks Poem by MoS reader Mike Lewis

Ebenezer Howard* through By selling off the civic
his Garden City vision, parks belonging to the nation,
Recognised the benefits And building on the playing
of open space provision, fields once meant for recreation,
In leafy parks and playing Erecting terraced housing
fields, in football boots that's completely unaffordable,
and shorts, Packed so tight there's not
Kids learnt to be compelitive the slightest chance to
through exercise and sports. kick aroimd a ball,
‘Fitness, health, and hygiene,’ We're dooming generations _
was the order of the day, to wnhealthy lives of stress -
But Ebenezer's worthy aims Tronically, the very prablem
have long been thrown away. civic parks addressed!

*Urban planner Sir Ebanezer Howard (1850-1928) founder of the
arden-city movemnent, which put green spaces at the heart of towns.
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LEGAL FIGHT- Peler Day, centre, with suppoﬁers Below: The sold sign

‘Officials just want to
make a quick buck’

PEOPLEF, in Shrewsbury are bat-
ding plans to build £5 new homes
ont parkland.

Argund a third of the Green-
fields recreation ground, which
is popular with local families, has
been sold for £500,000 fo a devel-
oper. Now local campaigners are
trying to raise money to force a
judicial review.

DrPeter Day, an arts and design
lecturer at the University of Wol-
verhampton, said: “This land was
{eft by the forefathers of Shrews-
bury in 1925 for the community
to enjoy but it has been sold. .

“We are trying to put up a fight  ball court. But these days it
but it comes down to resources.  feels like councils just view

We've raised arcund £3,000 for green space like the Klondike
legal advice already but I think gold rush.
the council will keep going uptil — “Wherever they can find abit of
we run out of energy or run out  green space they will sell it off to
of money.' make a quick buck.'

A new road will be laid in the  Helen Ball, clerk of Shrews.
park alon Esxde a footpath cur-  bury Town Councii, said the sale
rently used by 300 children geing  was ‘completely above board’,
to and from a nearby primary .

school on weekdays. u .

* Dr Day said: ‘We are totally Plan lo bu]]{; - docals raise
against what is happening. This

isalovely green area that is welk. 15 g m

used by families,
- ‘We host a fete on the park homesen fOfi@Q&tﬁ(ﬁOﬂ

each year, the kids play football m;aﬂd o o StODSE%G

FLAY TIME:
Schoolchidren
ataparkatJessel
Green, Above; Dog
walkers enjoying
fls open spaces

down here and there is a basket-

4

CAMPAIGNERS have vowed to
chaln themselves to trees if town
hall chiefs push ahead with plans
to bulfdoze thefr park in
South-East London.
Protesters have been
. - camped in Old '
o Tidemill Parkin -
De piford since
i \ August 27
\Whel'l

officidls
i tried to Jock
the site.
ﬁ! The half-
) ‘ii? acre garden

is on the

site of

¢ a planned

209-home

" development.

£ Other crities
are unhappy that

only 47 per cent

Wé re gOmg to chain
ourselves to the trees’

of the homes will be classed
as affordable.

A showdown beckons on
October 24 after the council
served an eviction notice,
Euclana Duailibe, who helps
maintain the garden with her
daughter Talia Silva, said: T'mt
prepared to chain myself to the
trees if they come.? -

Lewisham Couancl] sald
temporary permission had been
given for people to keep using the
park, adding: “We're disappointed
they are repaying our generosity
by refusing to leave.’

{oundlt plans 1 “..and only

209 || 41%

newhomes || affordable 1
onthesite | sodalheusing |
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A PARK named in honour of a

- judge who kept a famous forest
open to the public could be lost
for ever if it is replaced by a
housing estate.

Campaignersin Loughton, Essex,
are battling to save Jessel Green
and have gathered 5,000 signa-
tures on a petition opposing plans
‘to build 154 homes on the site.

Mother of three Amanda Payton
said: ‘This is such an important
green space for our community.

‘It is surrounded by two second-
ary schools and three primary
schools and it is well used

EELR
S

will choke
| of the city

LABOUR Mayor Joe Andersonis
embroiled in a toxic row with
protesters against plans to build
51 luxury homes on one of Liver-
pool’s best-loved spaces.
A petition opposing plans to
-develop Calderstones Park and
the Harthill Estate has
attracted a staggering 40,000 =
signatures and campaign- f i
ers hope a High Court judi- /!
cial review next month will l&'f
kill off the proposal. R
has -
accused campaigners of

But Mr Anderson

internal letter to local ([
Labour Party members. .'ﬁ
- If the development

goes ahead, an accred-
ited disabled riding
centre and popu-
lar model

oreen lungs

SLININ

By

ﬁe ousing estate will concrete
over local paradise for dog walkers

during the day by childminders
and dog walkers.

‘We understand there’s a need
for more local houses. But there
are alternative sites available that
we know the landowners are will-
ing to sell. The council doesn’t
need to sacrifice this area.’

Coundil hopes | | ..butarmy of

154 || 5,000
homes will ba | | have mustered
buitonland || tofightplan

CALDERSTONES PARK LIVERPOOL
New homes

ROW: How the proposed new estate

The green is named after Sir
George Jessel, a judge who ruled
in 1874 that nearby Epping Forest
should ‘never be enclosed’ from
public use. But Epping Forest Dis-
trict Council wants to sacrifice
half the park that bears his name.

The judge’s great-great-grand-
son has joined the campaign to
save Jessel Green.

A council spokeswoman said it
needs tobuild 11,400 homes across
the area before 2033, adding: ‘We
are not a cash-strapped council
but looking at a fair balance across
our district.

1

Below: Calderstones Park lover Wiliam Heath, three, in his campaign Tshirt

T
W

line will have to relocate.
Retired teacher Caroline
Williams said: ‘This is a
valued and much-loved
park and it would be amas-
{ sive loss to the community

if these houses are allowed
to be built. This is one
of the green lungs of

e cater, ["Hitcpak | [ ot pon
" “Hartnill | Couldsee | fareopposedby
ol 8140000
Gy "%, % [ newhomes || campaigners

world’s greatest shipping lines,
Cunard and the Bibby Line,
were bought by the city council
in the early 20th Century to cre-
ate a cleaner, greener environ-
ment for Liverpudlians.

A spokesman for Liverpool
Council declined to comment.

PHILIP IDE / PAUL MARRIOTT / STEVE BURTON f MATTHEW POVER / W8 MEDIA

S < AT - 5
S: Barriers around a piece of play equipmeant at the park

OUT OF BOUND

£34m playground that

AN INNER-city park given
£3.4million of public funding to
restore it to its Victorian splen-
dour has become a ‘no-go' zone
plagued by yobs and drug gangs.

Police, community groups and
the council have discussed the

- spiralling drugs and violence at
Wandle Park in Croydon, includ-
ing a recent alleged rape.

But the ccuncil axed the
on-site park keeper role last
month, just as suspected gang
activity was soaring.

Funding for improvements
included £2million from the
Heritage Lottery Fund, including
cash to employ a full-time
volunteering and learning officer
at the site.

But the lottery cash has now
gone - and so has the job, -

Last week the park was littered
with discarded ‘hippy crack’ can-
isters — small metal containers
that contain ‘legal highs’ inhaled
by users.

Teacher Layla Jones, 35, who
visits the park with her daugh-
ters Seren, three, and five-month-
old Zinny, has been horrified by
some of the things she has seen.

She said: ‘One morning there
were several used condoms right

is now plagued by yobs

HORRIFIED; Mum Layla Jones

by the children’s play area. I've
seen people smoking drugs and
the vandalism speaks for itself.

Croydon Council said it planned
to install a mobile CCTV unit in
the area and give police access to”
the park at night. )

Coundil got

bt now has

staff there fo
look after it

lottery grant
touparade park

WHAT WE'RE DEMANDING

a2 Rlail

© A statutory requirement

for councils to ring-fence
- funding for parks at £30

per household, per vear.

@ A legal duty for all
green space to be
managed to a good
standard.

@ New rules banning
development on, or the
inappropriate use of,
parkland.

© A new central
Government fund to
provide emergency help

IS YOUR PARK UNDER THREAT?
JOINUS AND TELL YOUR STORY

Emailyourslow to: -0 wirita to: Save Our Parks Campalgn,
parks@mailonsunday.co.uk Mall on Sunday, Northeliffe House,

for the parks most

at risk and ensure the
long-term future of
Britain’s green spaces.

2 Derry Street, London W8 51T
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RITAIN'S public
parks are the envy of
the world. From the
grandest metropolitan
spaces tothe modestly
| provineial, they are a

£ magnificent tribute to
earlier generaticas who recognised
that everyone living in towns and
cities should, regardless of their
financial circumstances, have a
patch of pur green and pleasant
Iand within walking distance of
their homes.

Yet, after centuries at the heart
of our lives - Hyde Park was opened
to the public by Charles I in 1637
-~ parks and public gardens up
and down the country are under
serions threat.

As many a5 three quarters of
councils are cutting back on main-
tenance, with further damaging
savings fo come,

Children's play areas are vanish-
ing, lawns are untended and flower-
beds have been removed from
nundreds of sites, all in the name of
saving money, It is a reckless false
economy, and one that will have
disastrous results.

1 have more reason than most te
love the parks and open spacés that
are our birthright.

My childheod was shaped by the
Riverside Gardens that run along
the banks of the Wharfe in Ilkley, a
wonderful recreatien ground, but
with fiower beds, too.

It was IKley’s packs department
that gave me my first job as an
apprentice, a solid horticultural
training and the first important
step on the way to life as a profes-
sional gardener. Even back then I
got huge satisfaction watching
young and old alike, rich and poor,
enjoy the fruits of our labours.

So 1 wholeheartedly back The
Mail on Sunday's campaign to high-
light the growing menace to the
very existence of our public parks
as we know them.

Parks and public gardens are the
lungs of towns and cities, the
breathing spaces we so desperately
need both in summer and winter,
But all too often they are taken for
granted by those responsible for
their funding.

ARKS are seen as a
[uxury, &n easy terget
in times of economic
pressure, low-hanging
fruit when it comes to
MONEy-3aving cuts.

/] As a result, they are
ceasing to be the delightful, life-
enhancing pocket landscapes we
once knew and are instead dectin-
ing into overgrown wildernesses
filled with litter and dog mess.

One in three parks no longer has
staff on site. Once neglected, they
become a magnet for drug users
and those with darker motives.
Mothers and fathers become fear-
Ful of visiting with their children.
In short, a civic amenity becomes a
frightening no-go area.

The sheer scale of the cutbacks is
bewildering. Since 2016, more than
200 lneal authorities have cut their
parks budgets.

Newcastle City Council has
stashed its parks budget by 97 per
cent and handed over their running

By

to volunteers. Bristol Council made
a similar move earlier this year.
Sunderland has cut more than
£750,0600 in the past two years.
Edinburgh has slashed £860,000.

‘Farquay has paved over flower
beds. InSideup, Kent, the council is
planning to build houses on Old
Farm Park. And almost all councils
expect to make further cuts within
the niext five years,

Tt is a dismal prospect. When cam-
palgners say we are at a tipping
point, they are right.

Of course there rmusi be spending
priorities, particularly in these
difficult economic times,

‘We need a heglth service that is
properly funded and one which is
capabte of dealing with an ageing
population. We need schools that
are well equipped, based on asound
collective ethos and staffed with
qualified teachers. We want to live
in cities, towns and villages where
we can feel safe, where we can
sleep soundly in our beds,

No one would argue with these
three basic tenets. But to use them

as an excuse for destroying our
parks is not just short-sighted, it is
plain wrong. It does not take the
mind of a Nebel Laureate to realise
that gardens, parks and open spaces
impinge directly ont those 'big three’
concerns of health, education and
1aw and order. You don't have to be
a genius to see that prevention is so
niuch better than cure.

Fresh air, for example, is evi-
dently good for our health, while
life confined amid polluted towns
and cittes, where there is little
opportunity to breathe clean air,
demonstrably leads to siclmess. A
lack of open space saps our energy
and opens the door to mental iliness
and depression.

The trees, shrubs and hedges in
our parks and public gardens trap
poliution and altow us to breathe
more easily. Beds of flowers inspire
joy. In short, a walk in the park
will send you home with a spring in
your step. Good air in your lungs
gives you the impetus to battle on.

It is blindingly obvicus that open
spaces play an important part in

reducing pressure on
the National Health
Service. Qur parks and
gardens are not & drain
on hard-pressed resources — they
are saving the NHS millions.

Then there is education, which
must surely include an understand-
ing of the landscape in which we
live and & feeling of responsibility
for its future. Parks and gardens
have a role to play here, too, ailow-
ing children to watch the passing of
the seasons, to see birds, bees and
butterflies and to observe the part
they play in the overall health of
the planet,

Conservation is not just about cut-
ting down on the amount of plastic
we use, it is also about knowing
how plants and animels live
together in the heart of our towns
and cities,

Law and order is not just about
having more police officers on the
streets. It is also about preventing
frustration, abeut an opportunity to
let off steam,

While I cannot claim that public

¢ My childhood was shaped by the local
. recreation ground — and the park gave . .

me my first steps to being a gardener ...

FOND MEMORIES: Eight-yearoid
Alan vith his mother Bessie in the
Riverside Gardensin liddey in 1957

parks will prevent armed robber
ies, they certainly boost commu-
nity spirit through allowing
competitive sports and games, as
well as jogging, walking and other
forms of exercise. .

One problem with those in author-
ity ~ and with modern life - is that
they like things that can be quanti-
fied and measured, boxes that can
be ticked and quotas that can be
achieved. Preventative work is
hard to quantify, but is essential all
the same,

It is for these and many other
reasons that gevernments, both
national and local, need te wake up
to the all-too-obvious benefits of
well-maintained parks and open
spaces instead of regarding them
as eminently expendable.

Far from being the first things
that should be sacrificed in times
of economi¢ restraint, public parks
and gardens should be the very
last to go.

Such a cavalier attitude o our
urban preen spaces is a surerecipe
for an impoverished future.

Aan_it is & crying shame.
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Thank you MoS
= We must save
parks, not let

them go to ruiin

The Mail on Sunday's campaign to
save our parks is to be applauded.
Perpetual cuts have led to many
of our once beautiful parks being
neglected or not maintained.
Flowerbeds are now full of weeds,
or have been concreted over.
Gardeners have been laid off and
the land sold. This is a warped
logic. A beautiful park can lift
spirits and not only enhance an
area, but provide a haven for
wildlife. Parks not only improve
the environment, but they are
very beneficial to our health and
wellbeing. Britain is a beautiful
country but our parks are in need
of major investment for the
benefit of all. They should be
better maintained and protected,
not left neglected. They are
becoming eyesores and not what
the Victorians designed them for.
Nick Fletcher,
Malton, North Yorkshire

This excellent and long overdue
campaign will reach a very large
number of people and hopefully a
large number of local authorities.
Access to our parks, gardens
and green spaces are essential to
everyone in our villages, towns,
cities and the suburbs. They are
where children hang out,
parents push prams, the elderly
sit in the sun and everyone can
enjoy a picnic. -
Gilly Drummond, Vice Life
President, The Gardens Trust

What a great campaign. I thought
I was alone in my quest to get

CAMPAIGN=

something done regarding the
downfall of our parks.
Angie Smith, Maidstone, Kent

The Mail on Sunday is so right to
highlight this alarming lack of
concern and deplorable decrease
in park resources. Glasgow could
once boast more parks than any
other city in Europe. Not now.
John €usack, via email

1 salute The Mail on Sunday on

its major campaign to halt the
decline of our parks. It was
shocking and sad to read how
thousands of our spaces are falling
by the wayside into disrepair or
being sold off by cash-strapped
councils. Our lovely, picturesque
green spaces and parks since
Victorian times have had a special
place in the hearts of millions of
people and given visitors many
happy memories. All of us should
throw our weight behind The Mail

on Sunday’s vital campaign
and do everything possible to
Save Our Parks.
David Courtney,
Weston-Super-Mare

The Mail on Sunday has raised a
very important issue. What is
happening now should be viewed
as anational scandal, especially as
an apparent remedy seems to be
available to local authorities.
What has happened to the
proceeds from the Community
Infrastructure Levy, a planning
charge introduced by the
Planning Act 2008 to provide local
authorities with an additional
source of taxation income which
could only be used to finance
infrastructure projects?
John Harding,
Budleigh Salterton, Devon

The politicians keep urging people
to get off their backsides and use
the parks to keep healthy and fit
to ease the burden of the NHS
treating people for obesity and
other related conditions, yet they
take from us the means to avoid
these ailments.

Keith Martin, via ernail

I am astonished that as a nation

we now struggle to maintain our
public parks. I grew up in the
1950s and 1960s when we took
parks and playgrounds for
granted, along with public
libraries, free milk and an
effective healthcare system. Qur
population has increased by 20 per

‘Tha Mail on Sunday OCTOBER 7 ¢ 2018

BLIGHTED: Sixty new
Homes are set to be built
on Old Farm Park in Sidcup.
despite strong opposition

People have lost their

Iam so pleased the parks in

peril subject is being brought into .

the public domain,

1was a parks and nursery
manager for Calderdale Council in

_ Halifax and Kirklees Council in

Huddersfield from 2004, and I
‘was proud to provide a high level
of service for both authorities,
supplying bedding plants and
floral displays.

But since 2014, budgets at
both authorities were cutso
severely that the Kirklees plant
nursery was forced to close,
pulting skilled local people out of
work. The move deprived
residents of bright floral displays.

Write to: The'Letters Editor The Malllon SundaviNorthéliffé House 2.Derry.

Streat; London W8 ETS! Faxi 0207937 3829 Emaili [etters@mailonsunday.couk

Savings in budgets also resulted in
a steep decline in the quality of
parks and the maintenance of
green spaces—muchtothe
disappointment of local residents.

Calderdale Council has suffered
similarly, with grass cultmg
teduced from 12 to five times a
year. Luckily this year grass has
not grown much due to the
unusually dry weather. i

If it had been a normal season,
the grass would have been waist
high in many places.

More than 50 per cent of -
traditional flowerbeds have

- disappeared and bedding plant

production is down by two-thirds

Lockerbie trial was
a parody of justice
Thank you for publishing
Douglas Boyd's analysis of the
Lockerbie case last week.

I am the father of Flora Swiré;
who was murdered on the
aircraft in 1988, and I attended
the subsequent trial of Libyan

- Abdelbaset Al Megrahi.

By the end I was convinced that
we had witnessed a parody of
justice. There were many
deficiencies in the evidence, and
those of us who have sought the
truth have been further
frustrated by the Government
and Scottish High Court.

It has become clear to us that
the trial was designed not to
convict those responsible, but to
further the wishes of the US and
UK governments.

We agree with Douglas Boyd that
the available evidence points to an
Iranian decision to get revenge for
the shooting down of an Iranian
plane with 290 souls aboard.

In our sad search we have also
uncovered material showing mat

As a former Girl Guide, it
saddened me to read your
interview last week with Helen
Watts, who was spied on then
sacked for daring to speak out
about Girlguiding’s transgender
policy. Two things made me
very nervous: first, that Guide
. leaders cannot tell parents that
d transgender girl, who was
born a male, would be going to
camp and sharing tents and
toilets/showers with their

Girls being put at risk

daughters. As a mother of three
daughters and grandmother of
two granddaughters, I find this
appalling and a dereliction of
duty of care by Girlguiding.

Secondly, the way Helen was
treated is equally disturbing.

I sincerely hope that my two
granddaughters do not go into
Girlguiding but choose to join
other organisations instead.

Susan Rust,
Borough Green, Kent

the Government of the day had
ample accurate warnings in
advance of what was about to
happen, but raised not a finger to
prevent it happening.
Dr Jim Svire,
Gloucestershire

Basil breaks the rules
Event magazine’s review last
week of TV producer Jon
Plowman's book How To Produce

Comedy Bronze quoted
John Cleese (pictured right)
and his three rules of
comedy: no puns, no
puns and no puns,
Presumably Fawlty
[faulty] Towers is the
exception which
proves the rule?
Vincent Hefter,
Richmond- &
upon-Thames WA

Burying the hatchet

The Prime Minister is planning

to recreate the Festival of

Britain to celebrate Brexit.

That's great. I can’t wait to see

the pleasure gardens back in

Battersea Park in London - and

perhaps the Tunnel of Love

could be used for reconciliations

by all the parties.

Philip Brannon,
London

Plastic peril

There is one source of

plastic that is

'/ unnecessary — blister
packaging on tablets.

I was a chemist fora

pharmaceutical firm and

- when I started,

Zne, tablets were

packed in bottles.

1 The industry

\, should return

sy to this

Liz Hurley and her son Damian
(right) looked fabulous in your
pictures last week, but what is
even more impressive is that she
has helped to raise more than
£58million to combat breast
cancer. It can often be forgotten
how celebrities use their public

profile for good causes.
J. Benn, London

It was heartwarming to see your
pictures of Liz and Damian and
reading about how they geton
like a house on fire. Damian
now wants to enter the showbiz
world, and I am sure he will
make a big splash when he does.

David Francls, Bristol
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obs but no one cares

compared to the early 2000s.
Parks are suffering from lack of
maintenance, skilled staff are
retiring and not being replaced,
but councillors are simply not
interested. However, when

the social care bill increases
due to a lack of facilities, they
will wonder why.

Council budgets for both
authorities have been hit
disproportionately to many
other councils, putting open
spaces at risk of disappearing
for good.

Urgent help is needed to
prevent any further decline.

Name supplied via email

PRIZE LETTER
Letter of the Week vins a
two-night stay for two at Jurys
Inn. Choose from any of fls 25
Exceptional Everyday City Holels
across the UK (hwo nights’ B&B,
terms and conditions apply).
Localed in the heart of the city,
ideal for sightseeing, shopping
and nightlife, Jurys Inn hotels
offer spacious bedrooms as

well as a stylish bar and
restaurant. For the lowest rates,
book online at

v jurysinns, JU RYS
com. INN

Vi

cent since then but where has the
money gone? Do we have too
many ‘wealth sappers' rather
than ‘wealth creators’, shuffling

" money around rather than

creating it, dreaming up laws,
rules and regulations or new ways
of becoming ‘offended’ and
seeking redress? Skint? I despair!
Steve Milner, Guildford

What on earth is happéening to
our country when we have to give
up our parks and playing fields?
When they are sold off, they will
be lost for ever.

M. Annable,

Alfreton, Derbyshire

I know the park under threat in
Sidcup that you featured last week
as my daughter lives there, and I
believe the developers have a
cheek by wanting to build on it. It
has been a park for years. Why are
these councils so money-strapped?
Where are our monthly council tax
payments going and when is the
Government going to put a stop to
it? Once our green and pleasant
land has gone, it is gone and we
will never get it back. It seems
nobody is listening to protests.
It all comes down to money and
how much developers can make
and how much councils and the
people selling the land can get out
of it;Tegardless of how those
living there feel about it.

S. Kemp, New Ash Green, Kent

Thousands of parks are falling
into disrepair or being sold off by
cash-strapped councils. This
coincides with news that the
average life expectancy is set to
fall in the UK, along with reports
that 62 per cent of the population
are now classed as overweight and
that obesity is estimated to cost
the NHS about £5billion a year.
Is there a correlation here?

Angus Long, Newcastle

Of course we must save our parks.

It is disgusting to even think about

building on our green spaces.
Christine Sillitoe, via email

Reading about all those parks
under threat really saddened me.
1 cannot believe that council chiefs
and politicians can waste millions
each year on silly projects but
leave misery for the many. Let's
pray and hope someone speaks
out for more parks to improve
family lives.

Paul Cobley,

Hall Green, Birmingham
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FIHTING BACK: Protesters baltiing the sale of a park in Staffordshire

Parks were created to improve
health and bring local
communities together. Today's
society has a greater need for
health and wellbeing, both of
which can be improved by green
spaces, Rangers provide essential
education to children and young
people by helping them to improve
the environment and change
perceptions for the future. Society
is changing for the worse and
stress levels are increasing.
Open spaces provide an escape
from the mayhem.

- Olivia Faulkand,
Mewton-Le-Willows, Merseyside

Thank you for launching the Save
Our Parks campaign, which
addresses a crisis for many
communities around the UK. We
Love Stoke Lodge, a community
group representing 900 local
residents in Stoke Bishop,
Bristol, is fighting to maintain
open public access to a vital and
historic green lung at the heart of
our community.
Helen Powell and
Emma Burgess, via email

Thank you for starting your
campaign to save Britain’s parks
because our green and pleasant
land has never been so threatened.
Croydon’s Labour Council are
failing on many fronts, one of
which is the removal of the
protected status of a very large

Email yolr story oz

IS YOURPARK UNDER THREAT?
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number of local parks. One of
these parks sits next to my road.
Higher Drive Recreation Ground
in Purley is a wide open space
which includes a well-appointed
children’s playground, a
dilapidated football enclosure,
and a tennis court in an even
worse state. However, the park is
enjoyed by locals, especially
dog walkers, which includes m?
wife and myself, and several o
my neighbours.

Brian Watson, Purley, Surrey

Thank you to the Mail on Sunday
for highlighting this severe
preblem of open spaces. We have
lived opposite Rosehill recreation
park for many years, during
which time we have seen several
football pitches, several rugby
pitches, a baseball pitch and two
cricket pitches disappear. Now
Sutton Council wants tobuild a
new secondary school on an
artificial sports pitch at one end of
the park. The pitch was built at
great expense but has since been
left to fall into disrepair.

Mr & Mrs A. Taylor,

Sutton, Surrey

A new park opened in our area in
June and we have setup a
committee to help preserve it for
the future. I think parks around
the country should look into
following this lead.

P. Carden, Winsford, Cheshire

no place in schools

Toby Young's article about how
teachers are much more vocally
Left-wing than they used to be
gives many causes for concern.

- For a start, spouting political
opinion is a breeding ground for
division and has no place in the
classroom. It makes me wonder if,
in schools, fair and open debate
is tolerated.

By bringing one-sided politically
fuelled agendas into school, we
leave empathy at the door. Far
Left or not, brainwashing in
schools is far from OK.

Kelly Davies, London

The problem with teachers is that
they are so self-righteous—a
problem that runs through the
public and charity sector. By

opting for a career in which
they see themselves as ‘helping
others’, they then seem to think
they can do as they please,
imposing their ideas on
impressionable youngsters.

J. McLean, Manchester

I remember figures from 1980
showing that the largest support
among teachers was for the
Conservative Party, while by 1990
this had moved to the Lib Dems.
It would seem that over nearly
40 years, there has been a
sustained shift to the Left.
Might this be a reaction toa
perceived anti-teacher stance by
Conservative governments?
David Smith,
Bletchley, Buckinghamshire

The teaching profession should be
promoted more because children
are in their care for about 13
years. Many spend more time with
teachers than with their parents.
Dennis Fitzgerald,
Melbourne, Australia

I worry about our schools. A few
years ago I worked for a local
authority overseeing and
maintaining our schools. The
council employed experts to deal
with all matters, from maintenance
works to new projects, and help
secure the money to do it. Due to
cuts that has all but gone. These
days the schools - and teachers—

are on their own.
Peter Mitchell,
Weston-super-Mare

V. de Bheal's letter last

week did not need to mention
that she is a millennial — that
message came through loud
and clear.

She said it was hard to be
patriotic about a country .
where it was difficult for the
young to buy a house.

But patriotism has nothing
to do with that - it comes ~
from the heart.

David White, Basingstoke

To afford a house usually *
takes years of saving and
working hard. We live in the
best country in the world, so
instead of whingeing, people
should believe in themselves
and their country.

Sue Baldwin, Tewkesbury
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