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" {NSIDE YOU
WAGAZINE

They are being so]_d- Off? built on,

neglected and taken over by thugs.
Today we launch a vital campaign:

3y Hichael Powell

THOUSANDS of parks are fall-
mg into disrepair or being sold of T
by cash-strapped councils, The
Mail on Sunday reveals today,
Children’s play areas are being
closed, grass is being left to over-
grow, and flowerbeds are being

removed at hundreds of sites across

- the country. -
Other parks are becoming ‘no-go
zones” plagued by drug users and

anti-social behavicur as staff are
withdrawn. In the worst cases,
councils are flogging chunks of
parkland to housing developers to
raise money - despite huge protests
and while wasting millions on vanity
projects elsewhere.

Our investigation found that almost
one in three counciis had sold off

Tum to Page 6+
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green space in the past £2 months ~ and one .
in five planned 1o sell off land withir the

next three years.

Critics say the crisis poses the biggest
s parks since they were
founded in the Victorian era te premote

threat to Britain's

health and wellbeing.

The Mail on Sunday today launches a major
campaign to halt the decline and issues a
plea to the Government to intervens before
it is too late. Other key findings from our

investigation include:

@One in three parks no longer has any staff
on site, fuelling fears of a rise in crime;
© Three-quarters of councils say they have

cut back on park matntenance;

@214 play areas across England have been
shut sinee 2014, with 234 more planned;

®Park funding has been slashed by at least
E15million in the past two years, with some
councils cutting budgets by as much

as £750,000;

;
895 per cent of councils expect to make fur-
ther cuts to parks in the next five yeAars.
Last night campaigrers warned that the
future of Britain’s 27,000 parks were at 2
‘tipping point’. They said many would be
lost for ever unless the Government forced
town hall bosses o set aside more meney

for their upkeep.

Abeut 37million peaple — more than half the
UK pepulation - regularly visit parks, and

“Drice you have sold off the
- land, it is lost for ever’

researchers say Britain’s parks provide
£34billion in health and social benefits.
Studies have also found growing upneara .
park can boost children’s schoo! results andg
may cut the risk of asthma and breathing

problems in adulthosd.

However, there is currently no statutory
requirement for councils to fund or maintain
parks. As a result, they are able to cut
budgets to as little as they like - and many
have slashed them 1o almost rothing.

Neweastle City Council, for instance, has 3
slashed its budget by 97 per cent and handed 1
over the running of its parks to a charitable RH
trust, leaving it [n the hands of volunteers. ]

Earlier this year, Bristol City Council made |-
a sintilar move to save £2.8million a year.

Thke major threat that cuts such as these
pose to the future of parks was highlighted
in a recent survey of park managers from
134 councils by the Association of Public

Service Excellence.

Two-thirds of them said they would axe
more staff within the next 12 months, as well
as revealing details about the state of their
parks and plans to sell off green spaces.

The survey also found there had
been a 57 per cent reduction in
bedding or flower displays in the
past 12 mmonths, and 41 per cent of
councils were cutting the grass
less often.

According to separate Freedom
of Information requests submitted
by public services union Unison,
207 Jocal authorities have cut their
park budgets by a total of more
El5million since 2016.

Sendertand City Council admitted
ithad wiped £752,000 off its budget
between 2016 and 2018, Edinburgh
City Council had cut its budget
by £860,000.

Town hall chiefs have pleaded
poverty and blamed the cuts on
central government austerity
measures. But research by The

MMail on Sunday found that were

spending vast sums on vanity
projects and new headquarters,

i

GRS

Labour-run Middlesbrough Council
shut a children’s play area to save
£3,000 a year, white councillors
spiashed £32,000 on a banquet for
champagne-swilling VIPs to cele-

| New houses will bl

ACROSS the couniry, park USeTs
are dismayed at plans to tarinac
OVer green spaces and turn
them into new heusing estates.

In Sideup, South-East London,

ight half the |

was walking with two of her five
grandchildren - Teddy, eight, and

inortifying. The trouble [s once campaign io become London
-ithas gone it has gone. Mayor, Sadiq Khan branded the
: Childminder Diana Brient, who park’s sale a ‘disgrace’,

brate its reopening of the town hall
after an £8millicn makeover.

In Torquay, the council has paved
and grassed over its flower beds
yet has spent more thar £1.3million

in the past three years putting cn
&n air show,

Other parks under threat include
Old Farm Park in Sidcup, South-
East London, where the councit is

@ A statutory
requlirement for councils
to ring-fence funding
for parks at £30 per
household, per year,

@ A legal duty for ail
green space to ba
managed to a good
standard.

HAT WE’RE DEMANDING

@ New rules banning
development on, or the
Inappi{opriate use of, parkland.

@ A new central Government
- fund to provide emergency
help for the parks most
- at risk and ensure the
long-term future of Britaln’s
green spaces.

and

Meanwhile, villagers in the
pieturesque seaside resort of

——

R R

the Jocal ¢ounel! has given Ivy, five - in the park on Friday, Westward Ho! in Devon are
% the green light to build 60 new .said she was heartbroken' fighting plans to build ten
i homes at Old Farm Park, despite adding: Ttis too beautlful to ruin’  holises o their village green,
sireng opposition and a petition i During his successful . reducing it almost by half,
signed by 2,500 people against —— — — ¢ Around 4,000 people have
the plan. S P o Theywant U] | Leven thotigh | *stened a petition against the plan
Almost half the park will be 0 and there is a crunch councit
lost to the hundréds of people ‘ 60 2 580 .Imgeting tomorrow to declde
whouse iteveryday. - . [ At Finad .whéther it should go ahead.
- Father-of-two Garry Cooper, ey homaes | locals s.rgﬂed d{ . Campaigner Nick Laws satd:
49, who walks his poidendoodte bl on park; ’ DfOtéS[ peﬁﬁon " “All the health experis say we e
dog Koda in the patk, said: Ttis h i h mMiist preserve oUr Open spaces.”’ 'HEARTBREAKING': Architscts' -

planning to build 60 new homes,
despite strong Iocal epposition.

In Stone, Staffordshire, the coun-
cil is plarning to sell one third of
Tilling Drive Recreation Park for
Eimillion to a firm which runs
private nursing homes,

Campaigner Neil Richardson, 61,
said: ‘Onee you've sold it, it's lost
for geod - it’s a travesty.”

The Mail on Sunday is calling for
anew legal powers to foree council
chiefs to ring-fence £38 per house-
hold per year t¢ pay for parks — a
figure that environmental charity
Keep RBritain Tidy estimates to
be enough to plug an estimated

- EXbillion funding gap.

We also call for councils to be
given a legal duty to manage alf
green space to a geod standard, and
for a ban on development or the
inappropriate use of park fand. The
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ptans for some of the
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Government should also setup a
central fund to provide emergency
suppart for the parks most at risk
of closure or decay and to ensure
the long-term maintenance of

green spaces.

Keep Britain Tidy is backing cur
campaign. Chief executive Allisen
Ogden-Newton said: 'We need to
fight for parks® survival because
they are crucial to the health of the
nation and once they are gone you
¢an never get them back.

*This is has become an urgent
crisis — if nothing is done scon, it
may be too kate.

‘People may have seen some early
warning signs of the significant
cuts that are threatening the future
of our parks: flowerbeds full of
weeds and shrubs not pruned;
bins emptied less often; damage
to play equipment and buildings

not being repaired, or the facilities
removed,’ she said. |

‘Our parks are a national asset
and the envy of the werld. If we do
not find a way to fund them and
standards fall, we know that people
will stop using them and anti-social
behaviour will creep in — effectvely
tugning them into no-go zones.*

Tn some areas, volunteers are
stepping in to keep their parks run-
ning, with some even putting in
their own money to stop the rot.
But campaigners say the situation

CRAIG HIGEERT £ MNP

N
;1 HUNDREDS of play areas
4% across Britain have closed
. becauss local authorities
claim they do not have the
migney o keep them epen.
%ﬁg But councils somehow
358 still find vast sums for
2 varnity projects.
v InMiddiesbrough,
Netherfields Park has
%% been shut behind a 6ft
“: fence for the last three
%x years, leavinga
£63,600 play area
tantalisingly out of
reach of children.
) * Middlesbrough
) Counci says it
1 cannot afford £3,000
a year to pay fera
warden to open the

. is unsustainable, Dave Morris, of
the National Federation of Parks
and Green Spaces, warned: “Time
is running out. The public will not
forgive politicians wha let the sun
set on the UK’s parks.’

Last year, a select comumittee
of MPs warned ‘parks are at a tip-
ping point and face a peried
of decline with potentially severe
consequences’,

-In responsé, the Government sat
up an action group with Parks and
Green Spaces Minister, Rishi

Cost of counct
could keep shut play -
area open for a decade

i

ys b

ash

park. But they recently splurged
£32,000 on a lavish Nidsummer
Banquet’ for Iocal dignitaries -
enough to keep the park open
for a decade.

The party was thrown to
celebrate the £8million
renovation of the council-owned
‘Town Hall concert venue.

Guests swilled champagne,
followed by a three-course meal
with wine and entertainment

from dezens of performuers

They won'tpay | {...bet they blew
£3,000|| £52k
tokeepplay || onlavishpary
acaopen. | | orVPguess

Sunak, vowing to ‘do ali we can to
protect and improve’ parks.

But campaigners are becoming
ircreasingly concerned that not
enough action is being taken.

Prince Willlam heads the charity
Fields In Frust, which werks to pro-
teet public green spaces from being
sold off. He said recently: ‘Access
to parks and green spaces can help
us to stay physically and mentally
well, reduce social isolation and
instil pride in our tocal communi-
ties. Whether it is playing sport,

BARRED: George Martin, five, at
the gates erected to stop chidren
using Netherfields Park, above

inchiding the Spark! drumming
group, pictured left.

Furious grandmother Jan
Mohan, an independent
councllior, said: Tt's disgusting.
The council says it doesn't have
the money to pay for this park in
a poor area, but it's got the
money for VIP ies.’

And last moenth George
Chillmaid complatned to a local
newspaper: ‘We've got kids -
playing on the road while there’s
a park worth £63,000 locked up.’

A council spokesman said it
has found a volunteer who will
open the park daily for free,
adding that the town hall launch
was paid out of ‘capital budget’,
which cannot be spent on
day-to-day expenses.

socialising with friends or taking a
moment for guiet reflection, parks
and green spaces quite simply |
make us happier.’

Helen Griffiths, chief execufive
of Fields In Trust, said: Parks that
are not cared for attract fewer
visitors and are then easier to selt
off for development. This spiral
of decline will have heaith and
socizl impacts - and once a park
is gone, it is gone for ever.

Comment: Page 25




ci
: NEE. the 3ewel inthe crown of
1 the Enghsh Riviera — the vibrant flower beds
‘in Cary Green: paw]ioxz nght ‘which dated -
~’back to the Victorian efa, have been grassed -
“over./Those in ‘Abbey: Park Gardens,: helow
--;ngh! have been filled in with concret
““Local 'campaigner “Cordelia. Law .-ud
FTorquay used to emplay gardeners who regu-
‘larly won nati¢nal acclaim and recognition
_and Gold Medals at the Chelsea Flower Show
Nowadays it:is the ‘couneil’s
L Ment. company . that' tend
“spaces and gardens.’! :
7 Torbay Coimncil has cut 91500{}0 from i
. parks budget since 2015, and Técently intro,
duced a freeze on all non-urgent’
: p]ugafz smillion holeIn its fipances. ==
- But the same.councilt has. sp]urged mor:
-_thanfismﬂixonmthepasithreeyears hosting
“the Torbay Alr Show; which features flypasts .
by thé Red Arros'es a'Spitfire and aerobatic’
wmgwajkers ;
v in London, prent Cmmcnl Announg
-thisyeart that it will allow swathes of its
“to tarp Lo meadow o save £450,000 4@ yea
- ‘Furious parents say.ihe 7 have §
fered insect bites in the long
“Despite cukting its spending o -
" couricillors signed off €17. Smﬂhon 10, pay-
- fornew steps ding up to Wembley Stachum
.' vithdrawn afte hacklash.’

i Budgelcut

£150,000 |

A TI-IIRD nr o ﬂs have
raised money by auctoning
off parkland In the past yéar,
according to & study by
the Association for Public -
Seryice Excellenice,
" Resxdents in Stone,
‘above, have
13135 1o sell

dal_'k and there are ceriain parts swhich are - .

: 'Bm'mm's parks face beco 3
en during the day;

if they are allowed to decline, =155 o
: “hard- hitt[nisreport by MPs ]ast Year.
~-warned that could revert to'the ‘disas-
~tertof the 19306 and 19905 whep dru i
-and anti-social béhaviour wererife,
‘Residents in Cheimsford, Esse), haveraised
cnm

: concerns abouti at Admirals

“Park, above. | B

oOfficial flgures shqw asup_ ‘al:

simérimein the. park_bem et said she had app council papers reveal it has

“while. reports of yiolent and’ City. Council fos CCTV costihg E 000 received 4 E1million offer from

istalléd te monitor the park's entranoe a yesidential care fiom to build
lovely park an b s ing home there.
rything.we can to prote : Borough Counci] smcl
wouldn’t go thére after.
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‘miles away. B _cafnp'aj i
Nell Ricbardson, 61; sald:
you've sold it, it’s 1ost for, good.

“it's a trav esty Youcan't sell it |
t do they dowhel

'of movmg its 600 staff to
million t eadquaﬂers

SAVE GAR’V LREER / BAM MelLGORM

outdone, his barely
ister is convinced

. xf it's a quick 20-minute
ion, both lways seem to sleep
‘thie'days we get there. |

'.whal help kéep us healthy, then

eed: an appolntment -and -you
iways leaye {fecling belter..

hont:es say budget

wathes of ‘green

anths, rdogfouiorgraff‘h
‘thethasn't heen cleaned wp.

5 natibnal editor, I've
lenty of evidence that this
ning all over the country
3, P've met walkers and
nners unable to indulge their
isston ag their ¢ouncil ets paths
disirlegraté to craggy dangerous

ins, leaving hazard-signs in
AL for ;zwnths rather than
Z:’. aieg [he  GTEERETY. I
’verpool Bristo! and Kenit
en parks:become menac-

o
. Birmingham at dusk, alarge park
quickly filleg with 20 ageTessive

! where no one would feel safe.
agTeR lhéi"e s alink between 2
; poarly kept park and crime.

-2 1t i becoming clear ‘that these
ex_'asr.pl_es are the thin end of the

s, and cafes and leisure

es3 revenu¢. Coln-

lear up dog foul or:graffiti.
| Families fncreasingl stay away
28 gangs take their place,” ¢

thie bulldozers start up.

'} has defied a'residents’ campaign
- and Built 3¢ houses and 30 flats on
| one of its parks, Devon’s West
ward Ho! Village green park i

f fresh dir and exercise are .

~our Ibcal parks are our natural’,
+health service. They are likea:;
L -in surgery, where younever:

orrying hgu.res revealed today:
Mail-on Sunday suggest.

pa.rks andgreen
--loneliness, iraproving memory, -

“type 2 diabétes.

“chimks 1 of v kiand, Faising the

‘tennis balls’ about go0on: to com

go aréas. While filming in "

Tads ‘who iturneg it into a place -

‘wedge, Fir t, budget cits lead to =
and wardens losing -

ng.:'The park starts .

de there's 5g money i~
; people worTied that working fam
:iljes would lose green spaces in
B w}uch ta exercise and unwind.
"My local Clissold Park, for =
.instance, would have been tumed
~inte housmg if-hadn’t been for -
:Joseph ‘Beck, ‘who ‘in 1884
‘launched a campalgu to raise
£10million intoday’s money, {0 .
.stop it, we can too.

: The London borough of Bexley .

abouttom G WY, fortenhouses bi

In Stone, Statferdshire, a ﬂu.rd :
.of Tﬂlmg ‘Drive Recreation Park

‘15 up for sale, with talk of a nurs-
-ing hemeé: provider moving jn.
1t's hard to think of a public pol-

. problem that isn't helped by,
arks. All roads lead to the park

pa
Accordmg 10°'research published
in May, parks save the NHS more

han Elllml]lwn a“year an

fits; stavmg offdemenua, dulbing -
‘land gone.;i'gll that remains for

educing obe51ty and avertmg

‘Allowing parks to go inte dec]me

15 the definition of a false ecén
emy.! Take away the natiral health
sérvice and yow'll pile costs on to.

the Natonal Heal

CCIf-the tnangle of greenery
behind my home is a drop-in sur
ery for keeping fit,larger parks
stch as the 53 acres of Clissold !
ark a'litite further away are’
ore like 'super- duper kealth

ciredible :perk
They're free, Local kids who fire

pete natsonalk}'

aroundit ﬁaree times,

ners. Once, running

:1dke 'so many other wunderfut

:pleces of infrastructure, our
-parks were established by the

Victorians at the height of indus-

-tnahsatlon ‘As patches of town |
like mine morphed from mead- .

ows into 19th Century metropolis,

Even ﬂmugh he gol

B crusadeandwun giving s adeer .
pa:k an aviary, the iot, :

.Gove has talked aboul.saving..
'_nanonal parks, quoting Philip
“Larkin's “lament fof the erosion -

“ think fast about how parks are

“parks. This must change.””

‘going. Environmental, charity
*“Keep Britain Tidy estimates that
" £30.per household ' year Would -

“place to start. There should also "

ing this isnt a[ready the case.
nodding to other Tun-

“concerts. These prefits, too, -
" 'should -be ring-fenced for the
ings and in the dark, :
"4 passing young man held out his -]
-arms for me to jump down."To
-adapt’ Margaret Thatchet's -
. remark ‘there is no stch thing as
: s0ciety, There are individualmen
and women and..;
o comdd Tetort: “There’s no such_ :
.ﬂung ds seciety, it’s the park”:

-trashalawn.:
: ing for Clissold Park in the 1880s
:-families’, we

T until {he ‘target was Teached.
. When New York's Central Park

. asked all residents for a dollfar,

_the kitchen floor ‘and we felt

: cha:ge for that simpie pleasure..
" have to

cancerof the tongue a.ﬂd had ha]f :
of it removed, he continued his

Environment Secretary Mi hael

ang destruction of ‘our natural -
environment under the Pressures -
of .corporate greed’, In Larkia's
owT words: AndmatmllbeEng-i_

us will be concrete and tyres. .
“Indéed, The Government has o

‘e need laws: forcmg lucal_ :
authorities to ring-fence ‘the..
mongy. ‘required to keep parks -

suffice. That 'seems a.sensible

aiegaldutyforallgreenspaces :
be well kept ~and strict rules

anning development o ex:stmg :
pa:ldand. Many will find it shock-

Parks will ‘continue to hire | -
1hemselves ‘out ‘for fairs ‘and -

parks, ‘and there should be time -
limits on how iong a fesuva! can.

--Alterpatively, .vue face dappmg NN
mto our own pockets. Fundrais-

saw modest and poor Victorians

alike contribute subsériptions

was spruced up in the 1970s, they -
‘About this time Iast year, my

son and 1 brought home a haul of -
69 conkers. He lined them up on

icher than Pl:uhtgaﬁ'reen Itnever
pecurred tome that anyone could -

“Now the idea that you should
y every time you go to
the park ~ or that it might dis-
appear altogether - is becoming -
all too real- But if even a Wicto-
rian with a half a tongue cauld_
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HREE years after.
Jeremy *Cérbyn
seized ‘control of

now run:by.people

'\Vll.h the worst ideas in politics,
A eollection of old-school far-
“Lefe 1deologues who spent the
1980s arguing that Michagl Foot -
was too Right-wing,"and the:

:1990s and Noughties in despai
- ay the way history was system.
atically disproving every oneof

:-theirideas abcu{ i_mw the A nrld_":

:should be run.

‘Party leader Jeremy Curbyn .

and Shadow Chancellor:John

- McDonnell, in other words, are -
‘pecple who have learned noth: |

"ing and forgotten nothing, Whe

. divide the economy into three -

categories; things the state
-should tax, ban or own.
: Mc})unnen lists hi

“‘tual heroes 45 Marx, Lenin znd -

~Trotsky. Cothyn responds toa

- irain delay:due te signalling :
" probiems by bweéting about the
"urgent nedd for natiphalisation
- -"despite the signals. already

:being under state cottrol, -

‘When all you have is a ham-
mer and sickle, "BVELY. pmblem
tooks like a nail.’

this gruesome twosome —whose

cocktail of . pre}udlce, ‘propa
ganda and poison - remain stub.
-bornly close to takmg POWEL.; .
How to explain it? The answer
s that the Conservatives:ars
< making a fatal error,
. Their central argument has
been that Corbyn and McDon-

i 'nell want to take Britain backto

“‘the 1970s.*Look, T have kids,’
"-:Chancellor ‘Philip-Hammond
“told last year's Conservative

“Party conference, ‘I understand : xpl;
it will simultaneously. deliver;

‘we will not engage them simp};
by droniog on about some previ-
ously fought wars *T remember.
.the Winter of Discontent!”! He

then went on to do exactly that.’ -

“But Labour’s confererce in

Liverpool last week revealed a
more worrying truth.“The par-:
ty’s leaders are now cribbing -
well: TE too, 3s wrapped in falk
of :mass o\'mershlp ‘of givi

not just from Marx, but also an’
altogether more surpnsmg i
ure = Margaret Thatcher

“McDonnell and otheis on the :
new §1d-Left have realised that |
‘Thatcherism —whichthey spent ;=

the 1980s reviling—as actually

popular. And that was largely.

‘because it offered peopls own-

ership and contrel. :Ownership :
of courcil houses, of shares in °
‘the privatised industries. And -

* ‘Labour, the Torfes -
are ‘stil baffled. -
The Qpposition is

What baffles the Tohesss_that o

+ Ieas are infused with an ugly -

" Nowhere does Labour mention

conrgl of thar hves and. futu.rea
‘by slashing taxes, cutting Tégu
‘lation, facing'dawn the
‘and ta.rumg inflation.

relentlessly. abuut ownership.

about contrel

the :{Tory-dominated) Note
:]xavecampalgn i

t created winners: it took awn-
'ershtp from ‘the ‘people’: a.nd

aking [fro
eholders
ving o the workers.
tis, of course, a

the upfront borrowing involved
in buying these firms back =
 total, we at the Centre for Policy.
~’Studies have “calculated, of at
least £176billien’in: “market
prices - the equivalent of £6,500
for every household ‘or tenj
-‘cent on debt,
Nor does Labour exp

increased mvestment,' 10“‘81’

- bills for consumers and umper s

pay rises fof the unions. B
is superficially appealing
pushes all the right buttons:

“The same §5 true of. Labour’s :
g;ormse ‘o put workers on

ards. It, too polls extremely.

control back {o the worke!

1t is Jonty ‘when ¥yo
the ‘small pnnt ‘you find
3 wurkers gwen

By jiROﬁBfE_RT-'fCQLVILEl |

mew old-Left has?
Last iweek, " Labour £ ked_

.-Its atest glassy party political -.year
“broadcast adds that néssage

a direct Hify not
“ just from ‘Thatcher, but Trom

‘Where Thatcher taid ;:eopte :
(rightly) ‘that militant trade '’
unions were preventing them |
.from having the freedom to live +
c‘good lives, McDonnell ‘says
“{wrongly) that ‘the Tories"and
.j‘the bosses' are doing the same, -

“This isn’t just about messag-
“ing, 1hough Iabaur‘s:dealurues i
now argue that Thatcher's Pri- ¢
‘vatisation was popitlar because -

gnaticnalisation”
plans as being about

Asif this weren” t

anpther Conser}’_
is1

€ig
tate, it nov argues that nation-
lised indusities falled not
‘becaiie they Were na wna.llsed
but because they ".ser & naﬂonal
‘unaccointable monolit

power back to ﬂmpeopbe aLross
the iand. But unkike

Labow
the cummumty’ Wh:ch

by it NUT activists, ¢ e\’eryooun—
cil by its Mumemum branch.”

i Eabour’s new, vision is 1ot o_f
oNE SUPreme Sﬂvzetmw

iros,;each pro

erence this

rhynism purety.
‘socialism=rather.
“socialism in pa
essly’ f:lch J

s hug

‘tions for how the Co

;should respond.’
itinisity, of s¢

]arge chunks
‘manifesto, offeri
{ta Volers Who he

mg D;e L
hve the

The most lmportant task
pOllthS s to Stop Corby_

z1sp, stolen
ve idea:
wpht ‘for:’

Q. seaze conttoI of the':.:

:;mieans the contrel of every com-
“ipany by its umnns, & éry school

“ster,but athousand tiny politbu- .
pped. up by the
: nfiscauono wealth from the'

: [ éy gather

{Take the alk, meonant

“thing that 'yoiing voter
ant from governmer
they want tomake i
buy, netterent.

Solvmg the huusmg cnms is
not just a s6cial imperative,

_flipavoter from Labo

eir agenda: Bald-

the Whitehall machin
Labour i5 now prorai m

“keen on people actually owning

them. The Right 1o Buy.council *-
i: “houses, that embleinatic vehicte
Yfor dehvermg hormme pwnership -
Stothe Enasses, will be abohshed o

g the gig economy and intr:
ucing “a’four-day
nservatives, and vol
Kk as 4 moral oblip: mon

B i r6m lhem,

Robart Colvile is D recior of
!he Centre fer Poltcy Sfudzes

‘rathér; than just Eo'rm And the

opic of :
home gvwmership. ?o!lmg at the
‘entrg for Policy Studies has:
evealed that making housing
more affordable is the:single .

political ‘one. Labour's. surge:
“atthe 2017 Election was, stalis-
‘ties show, ‘almost i{entirely.' 3
riven by disgruntled renters. -’
{There is nothing more likely to,
To

'LL' t.he great Tory
ote winnersof the -
:20th Century had '%;
ome ownership at -
near the top of:

avid Cameren, in 2015, prom-
ised to expand nght L) Buy 10
" ‘housing assotiations and build -
260,000 starter ‘homes: Yet.
those pledges remain mck in

I 10
:build hindreds of thousa.nds of ¢
-homes. Bt it'isn't near}y as

1t’s ‘nat McDonnell's nnly_._
_potentla! weak point, The far-
-Left increasingly views work
anecessary evil= something
Flicted upon “the peéople’ by -
he shareholders’. Hence the
recent ebsesszon with abofish-:"

Never mind Brexit. Given the__ ;
threat the Labour Jeader. pOSES
to the prosperity and Secirity :
f this country, the most impor- -
tant task in British olmcs g

iderstand their | engmy = and -
take back’the language and
eas that have been stalen”

Wil

CONSUNDAY ]

FIRST they concreted over the school .
-playing fields. Now the parks of Britain
-are in danger. Just as science discovers
-for cerlain that exercise is the key to .
“health, greedy developers and lazy, mean
‘town alls threafen to destroy the only .
places where mast of us can find Toom lo
nm and walk - :
.. Just as’a noisy, res
wor!dbegms to yearn

ricgless things start t
i< T an age of flat-dwelling, &Jsappaanng
+front gardens and shrinking back gar-
-dens, the glorious Yictorian legacy of -
~municipal parks has never be n more

‘Astonishingly, local uthormes ‘are
underno obligation to maintain the parks
‘theéy have inherited from wisér fore- .
‘bears. This leaves them free to pursue -
:the flashy vanity projects and politically -
correct activities they love so much, at -
he expense of gre ¥ eds :
and playgrounds.: .
The ‘inast shedking exaniple of this is
iddlesbrough’s refusal to pay £3,000 a
year. for ’a warden 1o’ open a padiocked
.park and play area —while it managed to
- find £32,000 to.pay. for Jocal notables fo.
] _guzzle costiy food and wine, :
- Buf there-are hiondreds of less outra-
Cgeous. examples of ‘the same thing,
: Unlaved, short of gardeners, no longer
-5patroHed ‘by-the keepers who used 1o
“ensure order.and safety, parks decline,:
i ~Beneath neglected Irées, weeds choke "
- paths and Aowerbeds: Dnig-dealers and
‘petty criminals begin to feel at home,
“while parents and children are afraid to
-enter, Yet more territory is ceded to van-
:dals,ditter louts and lawbreakers, L
“:And so the councils invelved find it ever .
easier to lop off pieces of these decaying -
‘parks, pointing out truthfully that the
b pubhc make little use of them, and hand |
-them over to devélopers. As The Mailon
“Sunday's special Teport so graphically
-demonstrates today, this is a process that ©
‘is fraghtenmgl)' well-advanced. One in
* five local authorities plans to rajse money
by selling 6ff:parkland in.the next three
syears, One in three has already done 50,
. Thisisaterrible mistake, Once lost, this *
:precious space will ‘be:gone for guud B
= Town halls are noterious for falling for -
:disastrous Tashions that Iook foolish 20
.iyears later, from tower blocks to inner -
ring-roads. Th part u]ar folly looks
.j‘stupld already. - i
“Lecal authorities them elves matst listen °
“to the protests against their neglect of -
:-parks, then find the money to keep therm
safe and clean. They must also stop sélling
them off, But central govermnent should
‘act to make the provision of permanent, -
‘inviolable gréen space, well maintained -
and conserved, an absolute duty. It is akey
-ipart of olr natmnai health.

SBﬂIIIame of Britain

IN TI-IE‘. ‘Great Exhi ition of 1851, and
‘again 'a century Jater in the Festival of -
::Britain, this country showed the world ts :
-inventive bnlhance ns energy, mdustry_--
‘-and iinique spirit. ;) B

“Now there are plans to do 50 agam just ;
“foury years fromnow. It is a great moment
:ifor such a'display, just as we regain our.:
;'_natmnal independence. - i

;- Qur inventors, scxenmts mdustr!ahsts
“and artists will once again havean GDPOI-
" funity to show just how much talent and

.enterprise these small isiands coma:n O




